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 Library Classification Schemes

 Enumerative Classification Schemes- It is a 
scheme where all the possible classes are 
enumerated according to certain characteristics. 

 There is a top down approach whereby a series  There is a top down approach whereby a series 
of subordinate classes are produced and where 
both simple and complex subjects are listed. 
Example: Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme 
(DDC) 26 Types of Classification Schemes



 Analytico-Synthetic Classification Scheme – it 
resolves some of the problems of enumerative 
classification schemes. 

 The concept behind this scheme is that the 
subject of a given document will be divided subject of a given document will be divided 
into its constituent elements and then the 
classification scheme will be used to find 
notations for each element, which will then be 
combined according to the prescribed rules to 
prepare the final class number.



 Faceted Classification Scheme - This scheme 
is on the other extreme of the scale since 
instead of listing of all the classes and the 
corresponding numbers, it lists the various 
facets of every subject or main class and 
provides a set of rules for constructing class 
numbers through facet analysis. numbers through facet analysis. 

 The concept of facet analysis was proposed by 
Dr. S.R. Ranganathan and was used in his 
faceted classification scheme called Colon 
Classification. 31



 Features Of DDC

 Dewey introduced the notion of using notation for the subjects in 
his scheme and applying the notation to the book and not to the 
shelves. But certain features forming the basis of its present form 
can be still recognized as follows:

 1. Universal Scheme – A distinctive feature of the DC is that its 
classes reflect all the areas of specialized knowledge developed in 
modern society. These specialized areas are loosely put together modern society. These specialized areas are loosely put together 
in the main classes in the scheme, albeit in this manner the 
principle of collation of bringing of related subjects in close 
proximity is sometimes violated. 

 2. Relative Location – In his scheme, Melvil Dewey introduced the 
brainwave of ‘relative location’ as opposed to ‘fixed location.’ 

For this purpose, he utilized the decimal notation consisting of 
Arabic numerals for the subjects and assigning that notation to 
the books on the basis of thought content and not on the basis of 
the shelves. 



3. Decimal Notation – Melvil Dewey used decimal 
fraction notation for the arrangement of knowledge 
on the shelves. • Indo-Arabic numerals (0 to 9) are 
used decimally for the sub- divisions of 
knowledge.

• In this process, the universe of subjects is divided 
into ten main classes, each of which is again 
divided into ten divisions. divided into ten divisions. 

• Again each division is further divided into ten 
sections. 

• At each stage of division, a given number is sub-
divided decimally. All the class numbers in DC are 
decimal fractions. 



 Minute Division – The first edition of DC 
consisted of only 42 pages and at that time, it 
was criticized for its being too broad in its sub-
division. 

 • The number of pages had since been 
increasing as shown in Table 1.

 • This growth suggests the enormous number • This growth suggests the enormous number 
of sub-divisions which are possible and useful 
for minute classification. 

 • Dewey emphasized the need of minute 
division as “the advantage of close classing is 
unquestioned if the user knows just what it is.



 Auxiliary Tables – Auxiliary tables provide an 
important basis for preparing numbers and lead 
to uniform meanings of numbers when used in 
various contexts. 

 A document, which is a source of knowledge, 
always has some physical form. 

 Melvil Dewey in the second edition of the scheme 
published in 1885 introduced the concept of 
“Form Divisions” to be used for the sub-divisions “Form Divisions” to be used for the sub-divisions 
of a subject based on the characteristics of 
documents, either in accordance with the point of 
view of the author, i.e. Bibliographical, 
Philosophical, Theoretical, Historical or in 
accordance with the form of thought content in 
documents, i.e. Digest, Manual, Monograph, 
Dictionary, Periodical or Manual.



Features of Colon Classsification

 Dr. S.R. Ranganathan devised this classification 
scheme

 It includes some postulates and principles for 
ordering classes in arrays and chainsordering classes in arrays and chains

 Mixed notation- CC uses mixed notation i.e.,Indo
Arabic numerals, Roman Capital (A-Z), Delta, 
comma, semi-colon, colon, dot is also used.



 Common Isolates- CC uses 2 common 
isolates- Anteriorising Common Isolates and 
Posteriorising Common Isolates

 Phase relation
 General phase relation
 Bias phase relation
 Comparison phase relation
 Difference phase relation
 Influencing phase relation
 Tool phase relation



 Devices-

 Chronological device
 Geographical device
 Subject device
 Alphabetical device
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